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Vice President’s Message
On Bonsai Weekend
By James Keith

All I can say is WOW! The Third Annual Bonsai Weekend at the Waterfront Botanical
Garden [WBG] featuring the Greater Louisville Bonsai Society {GLBS] was a HUGE
success. There were over two thousand people who attended the show, five hundred
more than last year. There were fewer trees on exhibit this year, but they were bigger
than in previous years and very impressive displays. Alex Warren’s Bald Cypress stood
about six foot tall and had to be shown on a specially made stand. The stand had to be
placed on the floor because it was too tall for viewing the tree on one of the standard
tables. It was a tree that commanded attention.

Joe Graviss’ Japanese Maple on a rock, that was displayed in a suiban with water,
spoke to the viewer of the grace, refinement, imperfection, transience and simplicity in
accordance with the Japanese concepts of wabi-sabi. It represented a reprieve from
the heat of summer sitting under the shade of a cool tree alongside the water. [t was a
wonderful three-point display in the classic Japanese tradition and was awarded First
Place by guest artist and judge, Owen Reich. It also was voted 1st place in the People’s
Choice and the Barrel Pick Award from Pursuit Bourbon [That’s a lot of hardware there
Joel!].

There were two shohin displays, which took up one table each. Both were beautiful and

one of them, submitted by Barbara Bogan of Bogan’s Bonsai, was awarded second



place for the show by Owen Reich. Barbara’s Satsuki Azelea also received the second
most number of votes for People’s Choice. Owen Reich awarded Third Place in the
show to Tim Weckman (Berea Bonsai) for his Pitch Pine. Lee Squires received the
Member’s Choice Award for his White Pine.

This year’s show saw many improvements from last year. Our club treasurer, Jim
Doiron, has turned one of these improvements into a nifty side gig. He developed a
portable table lift system that can be used for most any folding table to raise the height
of the table. It’s an ingenious invention and he has a patent pending. The name of the
productis LegUp Table Lift. You can see a video of his invention on Facebook. The

Leg Up definitely helped with the viewing of the trees (especially for someone like me at
6°5”). I’'m sure you’ll see the Leg Up at other bonsai shows.

GLBS also decided to have professional photographs taken of each of the displays in
the show. Jeremy from JB Keith Photography donated his time and talents to
meticulously photograph each of the displays during the setup for the show on
Thursday. He didn’t finish until 8:00 pm. Some of the photos of the winning trees are in
this newsletter. A complete catalog of the trees with information about them will be
published in a digital format by our treasurer, Jim Doiron sometime in the near future.
We are also considering providing a limited printed version for a cost in years to come.

The Waterfront Botanical Garden [WBG] also purchased tablecloths and pipe and drape
to lend a professional look to the display of the trees. | had many people who attended
the show from out of state that said this was one of the nicest bonsai shows they had
seen. Even Owen Reich indicated he was blown away by the quality of the trees in the
show and the venue at the Graeser Family Education Center at the WBG.

There were more bonsai vendors this year and another food truck was added by the
WBG. The Louisville Koi and Goldfish Society had three several hundred-gallon tanks
with some of the largest and most colorful Koi | have ever seen. Kudos to them for their
wonderful display.

Thank you to the WBG staff who worked tirelessly on this event. Plans are already
being developed for next year’s show. Thanks for all the volunteers from both GLBS
and Central Kentucky Bonsai Societies. Without your assistance this show would not

have been the success it was. Thanks also to guest artist Owen Reich who is one of the



most easy going and personable artists | have had the opportunity to work with. Owen
did three workshops during the show. One on each day, and two demonstrations over
the weekend. The two demonstration trees will be auctioned off at an upcoming GLBS
club meeting.

I am looking forward to next year’s show which will run from May 29 - 31, 2026. I’'m
happy to announce that next year’s guest artist will be Jennifer Price. Jennifer is an
internationally recognized bonsai artist from Chicago who has trained with Walter Pall.
She just recently got back to Chicago from a trip to Australia where she was a guest
artist along with Micheal Hagedorn at the Australian National Bonsai Convention. You
can learn more about Jennifer and Walter and Michael through social media by doing a
Google search.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting and talking about everyone’s
stories from the show.

James Keith
Vice President
Greater Louisville Bonsai Society

Upcoming GLBS Event

June Meeting

Program: Mugo Pine Workshop
Were you inspired by the incredible bonsai on display at our 3rd Annual Bonsai Show?
Now’s your chance to create your own! Join us for a hands-on Mugo pine workshop, perfect
for beginners and enthusiasts alike.

Date: June 17,2025 at 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Location: Waterfront Botanical Gardens — Leslie Classroom

Cost: $65 (includes your own Mugo Pine tree)
Only a few spots left. Don't miss this opportunity to grow your skills—literally!

Sign up at: louisvillebonsai.org



http://louisvillebonsai.org/

Calendar of Future GLBS Events

July 15 - General Meeting: 6:00-8:00 PM
Foliage management and pesticide use
July 20 - Kusamono Workshop with Young Choe
We’re honored to welcome renowned Kusamono artist Young Choe for a workshop!
Cost: $90. Limited to 2 sessions with 8 participants/session
Sign up now and get further details at louisvillebonsai.org
July 26 - Road Trip to Berea Bonsai Nursery
Join us for a collaborative visit with Central Kentucky Bonsai!
Time and carpool arrangements will come soon—stay tuned!
August 19 - Create Your Own Bonsai Pot Workshop
Unleash your creativity in a hands-on create your own bonsai ceramics session
Cost: $75. Limited to 15 participants
Sign up now and get further details at louisvillebonsai.org
September 20 - Visiting Artist Workshop
More details to come—stay tuned!
October 21- General Meeting: 6:00-8:00 PM

Iron Bonsai competition- A bonsai styling showdown between fellow GLBS members!
November 18- General Meeting: 6:00-8:00 PM

Winter preparation techniques for your bonsai collection.
December - Annual Christmas Party

Celebrate the season with us! More info coming soon.
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3" Annual Bonsai Weekend

The 3rd Annual Bonsai Weekend was a tremendous success!

Aside from a brief rain shower on Friday, the weather was perfect throughout the event.
Attendance has continued to grow steadily over the past three years, and this year's show
featured topguality bonsai, fantastic vendors, Koi, and an incredible atnaseph

A special thank you to visiting artist and jud@even Reich who led two outstanding
demonstrations and three haraasworkshops that were both informative and inspiring.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this Bonsai Weekend one to re@ddmber c oul dn ot
have been done without you!

1t Place, People’s Choice, Pursuit Bourbon Pick
Best in Show Joe Graviss’s Japanese Maple on Rock
Alex Warren’s Bald Cypress

2" Place 3" Place
Barbara Bogan’s Shohin Display Tim Weckman’s Pitch Pine




Club Choice
Lee Squires’ White Pine

People’s Choice 2" Place People’s Choice 3 Place
Barbara Bogan’s Satsuki Azalea Ed Stanton’s Satsuki Azalea

£
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Special thanks to Jeremy from JB Keith Photography for the photos of the displays




May Meeting Recap: Bonsai Exhibition Staging

At our May meeting, we had a fun and hands-on session all about staging bonsai for
exhibition. This offered valuable insight into the finer points of preparing a bonsai for

display—highlighting that there’s much more to a successful show presentation than just

the tree itself.

Topics covered included:

(o]

Harmony between tree, container, and stand: Understanding how each element
complements the others to enhance overall visual impact.

The role of accent pieces: Exploring how companion plants or objects can add
context and depth to the display.

Practical tips for cohesive staging: From spacing and orientation to selecting
appropriate display elements, we shared techniques for creating a unified and
compelling exhibit.

It was a great opportunity for members to refine their display skills and gain confidence in
staging trees for exhibitions.




s GREATER LOVISVILLE BONSAL SOCIETY\

Article

This detailed article by Jonas Dupuich from Bonsai Tonightoffers a thorough overview of
decandling—just in time for the season, for multiflush pines like Japanese Black and Red
Pines. Though it's a lengthy read, | highly recommend taking the time to go through it. Your
trees will thank you!

Decandling Black Pine Bonsai , An in-depth guide

5

July 22, 2016 by Jonas Dupuich

What is Decandling?

There is a lot to say about decandling pine bonsai. There are as many approaches to

decandling as there are bonsai professionals, and many of these approaches have

ndtl y, Ae I'lTLd AiLd 7 gdd gagOnndNyua ON yhd y

possible.

uf OGuyuityl NG TOT Ny ¢gOt yhlTa TNgOtAniyl ON Ta niN

and conversations with Japanese bonsai professionals including Daisaku Nomoto, Akio

Kondo and Junichiro Tanaka. Connecting the various approaches used by this group are

agdd gOANANON yhtdicua’ i N¢ Ty Ta dlyh yhdod yht
A Definition

Decandling refers to a set of cultivation techniques that focus on the removal of spring
growth from red or black pines to stimulate a second flush of growth in summer.

r__—ﬁ



https://bonsaitonight.com/author/xwires/

Removing a spring shoot from a Japanese black pine, the primary act of decandling

The term typically refers to more than the simple act of removing spring candles as the
timing of the practice and various techniques relating to after care have a large effect
on the results of the practice.

Uhiy 2dai NCIT'TNG TaN_y

The following techniques are similar to decandling in that they focus on improving the
balance and vigor of pine bonsai, but fall outside of the practices commonly referred to
Af yhd ydtn _ ¢dai Nell NG, _

1. Cutting, breaking or removing spring growth before the spring needles emerge.
One technique for balancing vigor in pine bonsai involves the reduction of spring
candles as they are elongating. These techniques produce very different results
from decandling and will be considered separately.

2. Removing part, but not all, of a spring shoot. Decandling involves the complete
removal of given spring shoots. Reducing spring growth by half or some other
percentage can be used to address vigor in pine bonsai, but produces different
results from decandl ing.

I vOyd ON yhd Adtn _ 2dai NélIT NG,

As spring growth develops on red and black pines, the emerging shoots can be said to
resemble candles. As used here, however, the term decandling refers to the removal of

spring shoots afteryhd Ndd Nddc¢l da hidd dndt Gdc, A G ONL

édai NeITTNG., aind yoO Ad faabOaiiydé diuyh yhd

yo tdadAAlrd afiNelrda® AYy ~_ A [ Oiyh yoO TNyt OcYV

which | participate uses the term decandling consistently and successfully.

The Japanese phrase for decandlingisme-k i r i <0 b u-dshbion @ oif ydu
were curious).

Why We Decandle

Sometimes the reasons why we decandle pine bonsai can get lost in the discussion of
how we decandle. In short, decandling is the single-most important technique used to
develop beautiful black and red pine bonsai.




Black pine exhibited at the 2011 Taikan -ten

Why Decandle Red and Black Pine Bonsai?

1.

To stimulate back budding. The stress caused by removing spring growth can

activate dormant or adventitious buds on woody growth. Back buds , buds that
¢cdddr Ot NOy iy yhd dNeca Og At i Nghabw AVYy
us to maintain the size and shape of our trees. Without them, bonsai would

grow larger and larger each year.

To increase branch density. Decandling adds density by replacing single spring
shoots with multiple summer shoots. Decandling further increases density by
stimulating adventitious buds at the base of spring candles , barren areas that

¢ ON_ y y f T cespudk. Arfd asTsun@rershoots are usually smaller than
spring shoots, internodes are further reduced yielding more refined ramification.

To regulate vigor. Decandling is a useful technique for keeping new growth on
pine bonsai in check.

To promote balance. Various decandling techniques can be used to decrease
vigor in strong areas and increase vigor in weak areas to improve overall balance.

To reduce needle size. Red and black pine bonsai are at their most beautiful
when the needle size is a good fit for the tree. Decandling can let us produce
short needles on small trees and larger needles on larger trees.

Selecting Trees for Decandling

While decandling is a great technique for refining red and black pine bonsai, knowing
when to decandle is just as important as knowing when not to decandle.

When is Decandling not Appropriate for Red and Black Pine Bonsai?

1.

When the goal of training is to increase the size of the trunk. Let these trees
grow until the trunk reaches the desired size before decandling.

When a tree is unhealthy. Decandling is stressful for pines , only decandle trees
that are healthy, vigorous and insect -free.

When a tree is weak or under-fed. If otherwise healthy pine bonsai have not
received adequate fertilizer in spring or have been weakened from stresses like
repotting or inclement weather, take a break this year and decandle the
following year when the tree is stronger.

gt



Feel free to decandle when your red or black pine bonsai are in refinement phase, are
healthy, well-fed, and growing in soil with good drainage. Following are some examples
of when to decandle and when to hold off.

The trunk has reached the desired size, start decandling (9 years old)

A tree in refinement phase , decandle (19 years old)



This tree is entering refinement phase , decandle (20-25 years old)

This pine is less vigorous than normal after repotting , do not decandle (35-40 years
old)

The cork bark black pine is less vigorous than normal after repotting , do not decandle
(40-50+ years old)

Preparing Trees for Decandling

Preparing red or black pine bonsai for decandling is straightforward , keep trees
healthy, give them lots of sunlight, and feed heavily. If the tree is growing in poor soil,
repot it in soil that drains well and decandle when the tree begins to grow vigoro usly.

How Much Should | Feed Black Pine Bonsai | Plan to Decandle?

A lot. Start applying fertilizer as soon as the roots become active. In warmer areas, this
may be as early as February in areas with longer winters this may be as late as March
or April.



If using dango or similar dry fertilizer, begin by placing a few balls on the surface of the
soil and add more each week until the surface of the soil is nearly covered with
fertilizer. If using liquid fertilizer, apply it consistently throughout spring. C ombinations

of dry and liquid fertilizer are also acceptable.




When to Decandle

2dTdNECT NG ON OVYt i TTt Oi gh’ dd agi N ¢dai Ncl d i
or spread out the process over a few weeks (more on that later). This period of time is

defined primarily by climate.

Climate

In general, decandle earlier in northern latitudes or cooler climates and later in lower
latitudes or places with warmer climates. The following provides a rough guide to
when we can start decandling in different parts of the US:

o Cool climates (Seattle, Pacifica), late May

o Moderate climates (San Francisco Bay Area), early June

6 Warm climates (Los Angeles, much of the Midwest) , mid to late June

o Hot climates (much of the South) , early to mid July

g fOY_td NOy uVYtd dhdtd yO auyituy’ addL hdrlT
your area and, if possible, ask to see their trees to get a sense of how pines respond to

decandling in your area.

Tree Size



The decision of when to decandle also depends on the size of the tree. The more time

summer shoots have to develop, the longer new needles will become. Put another way,

if we decandle on the early side, new shoots will have a longer time to develop than

shOOya ¢dai Nelhde i ¢gdd dddLa liydt, ody_ o Ti VYo

Black pine foliage

In general, we try to encourage large needles on large trees and small needles on small
trees. Very small needles on a large pine would look out of place, more like a white
pine, in effect , and might make us wonder about the health of the tree. Large nee dles
on a small tree look unruly and obscure branch pad definition. Developing needles in
proportion to the overall size of the tree tends to produce pleasing results.

By decandling large trees early in the decandling season, we give summer shoots

adequate time to develop appropriately long needles. By decandling small trees later in

the decandling season, we give summer shoots less time to develop, thereby

producingshot ydt Ndde¢ldoa, ody_o TivYoad iGiITN gOt i n

Still with me?

O
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It may seem picky to make distinctions as small as a few weeks here or there, but pines
respond well to these subtle adjustments, and it is with these subtleties that some of

the most beautiful pine bonsai have been created, and by which some of the best pines

of the future will be created.

Making the Cut

After many years of decandling red and black pine bonsai, | find I still need to pay close

i yydNyl ON T 0 ~ daO0tL., ~y_ o diaogf yo0 a¥Yy yooO nil G
aYy NditAf Ndde¢rda, ~g fOY ai N idaQyteatstathdud gV
There are only a few things to keep in mind when making the cuts to remove spring

growth, but each is important.

6 Make the cut square, angled cuts can yield uneven summer growth
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Leave some new tissue, adventitious buds sprout from new tissue; cutting into
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needles; make cuts with care

Bad angle
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Good angle
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Open scissors when you get to the shoot



Cut with care

A TT aif AOtd 1 AOYy hOd AYah Ndd ylaa¥d yo

Techniques for Controlling Vigor

So far we have covered techniques for controlling the vigor of summer shoots for an

entire bonsai. Nowdd_ 'l I OOL iy yhtdd ydaghNI FYda g¢Ot
One of the greatest benefits of decandling is the ability to weaken strong branches and
improve the vigor of weak branches. It is through the successful application of these
techniques that well -balanced pines are developed.

How Do | Control the Vigor of Individual Branches?
There are three main techniques for controlling the vigor of individual branches:

Pulling needles

Ox¢

Leaving stubs

Ox¢

Ox¢

Decandling different branches at different times

Having decided to decandle a given branch, we first remove the spring shoots.

Spring shoots

g (



Spring shoots removed

To further reduce the vigor of this branch, we can take the first approach noted above
i N¢ tdnOadd oOnd Og liay fdit_0a Nddcrl da,

Before pulling needles

After pulling needles

How many needles we can pull or leave depends on how many needles we started with,
the relative vigor of the branch, and the general approach to decandling. The range is
OgydN AdydddN yhtdd i N¢ yddlradd TiTta Tdt
below.

The second approach to reducing vigor involves leaving a stub at the base of the

candle. Leaving a stub preserves tissue that produces auxins, the hormones that apical
buds use to slow down the development of adventitious and lateral buds. The longer

the stub, the more auxins, and the slower the adventitious buds are to develop. Simply
put, long stubs slow down the development of summer shoots.

At i N



Using Stubs to Control Vigor

A common approach to leaving stubs is to leave long stubs on strong shoots, small
stubs on weak shoots, and medium -sized stubs on medium -vigor shoots.

6 Strong shoots , stub length is about 2x diameter of shoot, often between 1/4 nj
1/2 nj

5

Medium shoots , stub length is about 1x diameter of shoot, often between 1/8 nj
1/4 nj

O«

5

Weak shoots, stub length is about 1/2x diameter of shoot, often between
1/16 nic 1/8n;j

O«

Long stub

W,

o
N
&

Small stub

Using Timing to Control Vigor

The third approach to the reducing vigor of individual branches is to decandle weak
shoots early and more vigorous shoots later. We know that the earlier we decandle a
tree, the longer the summer shoots will have to grow. By removing spring growth from



the weakest shoots first, we give the summer shoots on these branches a head start
over the branches that will be decandled later.

Putting It All Together , Approaches to Decandling
Ahdtd itd niNf difa yO c¢cdagiNeld tdé¢ i N¢ Aliagl

ydahNI ¥FYda itd Adyydt Ot dOtud yhi N Oyhdta iad
effect by professionals and hobbyists alike. Rather, each technique has its benefits and
drawbacks. | tend to use several approaches during any given decandling season

depending on the needs of the tree and my available time.
One-Day Approaches

A simple distinction among decandling techniques can be made based on the number

of days required to complete the removal of spring shoots in a given season. The most

efficient approach is to remove all candles on a given day. The one-day approach is

appropriate for most pines that are regularly decandled, and it makes the most sense

when time is limited. Traveling professionals, for example, often take this approach

dhdN tdyYtN dlalya yO i agYoayoOndt_o hond itd I
., dnOadI NG il'r O0g i ytdd_oa aTtI NG ahOOyu ON i 0
amount of time to develop. Thus, the basic act of removing the spring growth does

little to balance the weak and strong areas of the tree. The two most common

techniquesfot A7 I'i NgI NG dl GOt dhdN tdAOdlI NG ill Og
day are pulling needles and leaving stubs. In order for these techniques to work

properly, one must identify the strong and weak areas of the tree.

In general, upper branches are stronger than lower branches, and exterior branches are
stronger than interior branches, but the most obvious indicator of vigor is the size of
the spring shoot.

Small, medium, and large shoots

Reducing vigor in stronger areas can help balance the overall vigor of the tree. When
taking the needle -plucking approach, this means we leave fewer needles in strong
areas and more needles in weak areas.



(@]§

Strong areas, leave 3-7 pairs
6 Medium areas, leave 59 pairs
6 Weak areas, leave 7-12 pairs
The weakest areas, shoots with 1 -3 pairs of needles, are generally left alone.

The stub approach is similar. We leave longer stubs in strong areas and shorter stubs
in weak areas.

6 Strong areas, leave long stub

6 Medium areas, leave medium stub

6 Weak areas, leave very short stub
?O0N_y gddl ag0ngOtyi Al'd ddil Yi yIl NG yhd ¢l ggdt d
fine to keep all stubs short and pluck every branch to a set number of needles from top

to bottom. Many pine growers in the U.S. and in Japan prefer this approach and have
great results. Try both approaches and see what works best for your trees.

Multi -Day Approaches

When growth on a pine is way out of balance , some shoots are very strong while
others are quiteweak , » _ ' I Og y d tee ovdra peNadl bf deveral weeks,
removing groups of spring shoots every 10-14 days. We begin by removing the
weakest shoots to give the summer shoots on these branches the longest time to
develop. After dividing a tree into groups of relative vigor, we can decandle as follows:

1. Remove all small shoots
2. Wait 10 days

3. Remove all medium shoots
4. Wait 10 days

5. Remove all large shoots

In practice, this might look like the following.



Day 20, after removing large shoots



Putting it All Together

Decandling can become interesting when we start to combine techniques. For
example, after removing all of the spring shoots from the above pine, | pulled needles
from the strong areas to further reduce their vigor.

Day 20, after pulling needles

As an alternative to pulling needles, | could have left stubs in the strong areas. Or |
could have combined all three approaches. In short, we can combine any number of
approaches to decandling red and black pine bonsai.

Considering the number of options this leaves us with, it can be difficult to know where

to begin. Experience is our best guide here. But as hiring a professional to work on our

AONaiT Ot yiLTNG OYt ytdda yO i doOt aysanOT dl yh
option, we may be navigating these options alone. Which is fine. Simply starting with a

best guess and learning from the results is a great way to learn how our trees respond

to decandling.

Decandling Aftercare

To restate a common theme: decandling is very stressful for pine bonsai. In some cases

trees can lose up to 60% or 70% of their foliage during decandling. One -year old

needles that have been growing beneath the shade of new shoots are newly exposed

to full sun. Scores or even hundreds of small wounds have opened from which atree

Ai f hidd Oay ai T, ~y_0o TATOtyi Ny yoO yilLd agit
bonsai healthy.

How Do You Care for Trees after Decandling?

Be kind to them. Freshly decandled pines are gathering their strength to send out new
growth at thisstage , Gt Odyh yhiy dON_y Ad ia Gyt ONG a0 1
areas in which you can make a difference.
o Watering, t dnOdl NG ul GNI gl i Ny i AnOYNyua O¢g i ytd
yt i NoTT¢iyl ON iN¢ yhd ytdd_a Ndde¢ gOt diuyd



summer solstice and even decandled trees can dry out quickly this time of year.
As always, take care not to over or under water and reach for the hose before
the soil completely dries out.
o Sunlight, LddT ¢dagi Nelrde TINda I N gvyYrr aVN, oi @
but sunlight is necessary to help stimulate budding.
o Fertilizing , in general, stop fertilizing when you decandle. If you use dry
fertilizer, remove it when you remove the spring shoots. If you use liquid
fertilizer, stop applying it when you decandle. After four weeks, begin fertilizing

again following the same incremental approach used in spring. Exception , if
your tree is on the weak side, continue fertilizing throughout summer.

Decandled pine, 9 years old
Anything Else?

Yes! Right after decandling is a good time to wire pine bonsai. Some restraint is
required as the biggest cuts and bends are best performed when the tree is less active,
typically in fall or early spring. When wiring pines after decandling it can be easy t o
break needles or injure recently cut areas so proceed with caution. And as new buds
can begin to appear after just one week, the window of opportunity to wire is narrow.
Wiring pines once summer shoots appear is possible but not advised as new growth
breaks easily.

vOy aVYtd 1 g yhta T o yhd 1 Ghy ylnd, tpddree f OY y O
to wire in fall with the rest of us!

Let Summer Buds Grow

In general, we want two new shoots at the end each branch to develop on black and
red pine bonsai.



Red pine, two summer shoots

viyYtd' hoddadt’® ¢OdaN_y irdifao Tt+oOarce¢d Ya al

More shoots than | want to count

One shoot can be acceptable, da Tdal i ['I f dhdN hyfthree shdotsiare I dd G
lessso.~y_a diaf yO girr i allnhOYdyyd dlyh Ati Nagft
ahOOyo diagh’ AYy yhla TaN_y iradifoesondhal ti Al d|

two shoots each?



6 More attractive branch structure
6 No unsightly knuckles
6 Easy to maintain balanced branch density

6 Easy to wire

ltd yhdtd i Nf dFadTyl ONa, 2dgI Nlydlf, ~y_a gl
shoots when preparing a tree for exhibit if extra foliage is needed to improve the
silhouette. | also occasionally leave three or more branches on trees in development

knodT NG yhiy ~_I'tT yhl N OYy dFyti AtiNghdda TN yft

What do | do when more than two summer buds appear after decandling? Usually
nothing. Some practitioners recommend thinning summer buds to two to save us the
work of fall cutback and to avoid swelling that results from large numbers of buds that
emerge from the same spot. Removing extra buds in summer, however, does not
always produce the desired effect.

The appearance of more than two shoots on a single branch is an indication that the
branch is fairly strong. In general, the more summer shoots we find, the stronger the
branch. Looking at problem in terms of strength, the problem to be solved is not the

number of shoots but how best to deal with excess vigor.

Why not remove the extra shoots? Reducing the number of shoots can channel

remaining vigor into a smaller number of branches, thereby producing even more

dl GOt OYad Gt Odyh ON yhd tdnil NING ahOOyda, ~y_ 0
develop through sum mer and remove them when they harden off in fall or winter.

What if there are five ormoreshoots , d ON_ y yhiy agtdiyd i it Gd LN
concern in these cases is not scars or the unsightly branch unions that may develop,
AYy Oaddtill AtiNagh dl GOt | CNlIdoa Ty_ o tbATOt yi
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So Much Information ; Where Should | Begin?
710X dhiy 1Ig ~_n oaoOnddhiy Ndd yO AONGil {iNe¢ ~»
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having trouble finding a starting point and there are no decandling pros in the area, try
the following:

8 Remove all new shoots on June 15
> ?O0N_y I'didd ayVYATU

6 Leave no more than 10 pairs of needles per branch



An i y_ far ndwyBy taking a simple approach, you can learn how your tree responds
to the decandling and you can begin making adjustments the following year. Is the
summer growth too weak? Try feeding more, decandling earlier, or waiting until the
tree is healthier before decandling again. Is the summer growth too strong? Try
decandling later or removing more needles. Is the summer growth unbalanced? Feel
free to experiment with the various techniques for controlling vigor.

Unhappy or completely surprised by the results? Take heart, many pines respond
unpredictably to the first few decandlings. Red and black pines often settle into a
pattern within 3 -5 years.

GLBS Website, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and Discord

GLBS has its own website, Facebook, Instagram, Discord and YouTube pages:
GLBS website address: https://www.louisvillebonsai.org

GLBS Facebook: https: //www.facebook.com/TheGLBS/

GLBS Instagram: Kybonsai502

GLBS YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@glbs1971

GLBS Discord: https://discord.gg/xjEKWxEV

GLBS Email: glbs01971@gmail.com

Purchase GLBS Swag: https://kybonsaiswag.itemorder.com/shop/home/
2025 GLBS Board

President Russ Stevens—russ.stevens@gmail.com

Vice President Jim Keith— shimpaku65@icloud.com

Secretary Troy Takagishi- ttakagish@gmail.com

Treasurer Jim Doiron- artdoiron@gmail.com

Member Joe Broadhurst- joemacbro@gmail.com

Member Kristy Tredway- kristy3663@hotmail.com

Member Oscar Mendez- ojmgaliz@live.com
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